THE HOUSE OF BERNARDA ALBA
BERNARDA: Women in church shouldn't look at any man but the
priest - and him only because he wears skirts. To turn your head
is to be looking for the warmth of corduroy,
FIRST WOMAN: Sanctimonious old snake!
PONCIA [between her teeth]: Itching for a man's warmth.
BERNARD A [beating with her cane on the floor]: Blessed be God!
ALL [crossing themselves]: For ever blessed and praised.
. BERNARD A: Rest in peace with holy company at your head.
ALL: Rest in peace!
BERNARD A: With the Angel Saint Michael, and his sword of justice.
ALL: Rest in peace.
BERNARD A: With the key that opens, and the hand that locks.
ALL: Rest in peace.
BERNARD A: With the most blessed, and the little lights of the
field.
ALL: Rest in peace!
BERNARD A: With our holy charity, and all souls on land and sea,
ALL: Rest in peace!
BERNARDA: Grant rest to your servant, Antonio Marfa Benavides,
and give birn the crown of your blessed glory.
ALL: Amen.
BERNARDA [she fisesandchants]: Requiem aeternam dona eis domine.
ALL [standing and chanting in the Gregorian fashion]: Et lux perpetua
luceat eis.
[They cross themselves.]
HRST WOMAN: May you have health to pray for his souL
[They start fling out.]
THIRD WOMAN: You won't lack loaves of hot bread.
SECOND WOMAN: Nor a roof for your daughters.
[They are all filing in front O/"BERNARDA and going out.]
[ANGUSTIAS leaves by the door to the patio.]
FOURTH WOMAN: May you go on enjoying your wedding wheat
PONCIA [she enters, carrying a money-bag]: From the men - this bag of
money for Masses.
BBRNARDA: Thank them - and let them have a glass of brandy.